Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 199052 TOSEC 200322 

45 

ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /016R 

66011 

DRAFTED: S/S-0:S.STEINER 
APPROVED : S/S -O : S .STEINER 

085032 

O 111237Z AUG 76ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 199052 TOSEC 200322 

FOLLOWING REPEAT PARIS 23288 ACTION SECSTATE 10 AUG 76 
QUOTE UNCLAS PARIS 23288 

FOR S/SPR; STATE PASS NSC FOR MR. SCOWCROFT; 

WHITE HOUSE FOR MR. NESSEN 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUBJECT: KISSINGER PRESS CONFERENCE IN DEAUVILLE, 

AUGUST 10, 1976 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT: 

FIRST MY APOLOGIES TO THE AMERICANS. I HAD NO IDEA 
THAT THESE TWO WERE NOT A POOL THAT WERE HERE THIS 
MORNING. I SAW A GROUP STANDING HERE AND SAID HELLO 
AND ANSWERED TWO QUESTIONS. 

Q. DR. KISSINGER, THE DCM OF THE EMBASSY WENT TO THE 
FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE AND ISSUED AN APOLOGY TODAY AND 
SAID THAT YOU HAD APOLOGIZED FOR MISINTERPRETATIONS BY 
THE PRESS OF YOUR STATEMENTS, AND THAT THERE WAS NO 
PRESSURE ON PAKISTAN. 

A. HE DID NOT DO THAT ON INSTRUCTIONS. THE DCM WAS 
INSTRUCTED TO EXPLAIN TO THE FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISCUSSIONS AND TO EXPLAIN THAT IT 
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WAS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SYMINGTON AMENDMENT WHICH WAS 
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A LAW PASSED BY THE CONGRESS AND HAD CERTAIN AUTOMATIC 
FEATURES. THAT IS WHAT HE WAS SUPPOSED TO DO AND I AM 
SURE THAT THAT IS WHAT HE DID. 

Q. HE HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS TO EXPRESS REGRETS ON YOUR 
BEHALF? 

A. HIS INSTRUCTIONS WERE TO EXPLAIN TO THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE. AS I EXPLAINED TO THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
THIS MORNING, THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THE RESTRICTIONS 
TAKE PLACE - THE SYMINGTON AMENDMENT HAS CERTAIN OBLIGA- 
TORY FEATURES - SO THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT UNDER 
STANDS THAT THIS IS NATIONAL POLICY LEGISLATED BY 
CONGRESS. SECONDLY, I TALKED TO THE FRENCH FOREIGN 
MINISTER THIS MORNING IN A VERY FRIENDLY AND CONCILIATORY 
CONVERSATION. I MADE IT CLEAR THAT THIS WAS A MATTER 
THAT WE WOULD DISCUSS AMONG FRIENDS AND IN A 
NONCONFRONTATIONAL ATMOSPHERE. 

Q. SO THE DCM HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS TO EXPRESS REGRETS 
ON YOUR BEHALF? 

A. THE DCM'S INSTRUCTIONS WERE TO EXPLAIN TO THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ARE 
INVOLVED IN THE SYMINGTON AMENDMENT. 

Q. HE WAS NOT SUPPOSED TO SAY THAT THE PRESS 
MISREPRESENTED WHAT WENT ON IN PAKISTAN? 

A. THE PRESS HAD NOT MISREPRESENTED WHAT WENT ON IN 
PAKISTAN. WHAT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN CLEAR TO THOSE WHO DO 
NOT KNOW THE AMERICAN LEGISLATION IS THAT THERE IS AN 
AMERICAN LAW AND THAT THIS HAS OBLIGATORY FEATURES 
AND I WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
UNDERSTOOD THIS. 

Q. I THINK THAT MOST FRENCH PEOPLE WORRY ABOUT THE 
POSSIBLE CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION IN THE STATES. IF 
WE HAD A CARTER ADMINISTRATION IN YOUR VIEW WHAT WOULD 
THE FRANCO- AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP BE LIKE? 
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A. I BF.LTF.VE THAT FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND FRANCE REFLECTS THE FUNDAMENTAL INTERESTS OF BOTH 
COUNTRIES. ANY AMERICAN PRESIDENT ON EXAMINING THE 
ISSUES WILL COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT FRIENDSHIP 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES IS NOT ONLY A HISTORICAL FACT 
BUT A NECESSITY UNDER CONTEMPORARY CONDITIONS. 
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Q. A WEEK BEFORE THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION IN KANSAS 
CITY, ARE YOU OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE CHANCES OF 
PRESIDENT FORD TO BEAT RONALD REAGAN AND 
EVENTUALLY JIMMY CARTER? 

A. MY EXPERTISE IS IN FOREIGN POLICY AND MY COLLEAGUES 
HERE CAN TELL YOU THAT MY JUDGMENT IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 
HAS NOT BEEN INFALLIBLE. I AM CONFIDENT THAT PRESIDENT 
FORD WILL BE NOMINATED AND HOPEFUL THAT HE WILL BE 
ELECTED. 

Q. IF HE IS NOMINATED DO YOU THINK THAT YOU WILL STILL 
BE THE SECRETARY OF STATE? 

A. IF HE IS NOMINATED I CERTAINLY WILL BE THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE. AND AS FOR AFTER THE ELECTION, I HAVE STATED 
MY VIEWS ON THE SUBJECT REPEATEDLY. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, COULD YOU EXPLAIN NOW WHAT AMERICA 
WANTS TO DO IN REGARD TO THIS FRENCH-PAKISTANI DEAL? 

DO YOU WANT TO NULLIFY IT? DO YOU WANT TO ADD NEW 
PARTS? 

A. I DON'T WANT TO SAY ANYMORE. THIS IS A MATTER 
WHICH HAS TO BE DISCUSSED BETWEEN THE VARIOUS PARTIES. 
FRANCE IS A CLOSE ALLY AND GOOD FRIEND. PAKISTAN IS 
A COUNTRY WITH WHICH WE HAVE VERY FRIENDLY RELATIONS. 
IT IS A MATTER WHICH WILL BE DISCUSSED IN AN ATMOSPHERE 
OF COOPERATION AND WITH THE CONVICTION THAT THE 
NONPROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS IS IN THE INTEREST OF ALL 
OF MANKIND. I BELIEVE THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO FIND 
SOLUTIONS THAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE CONCERNS OF ALL 
OF THE PARTIES. 
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Q. IF PRESIDENT FORD IS ELECTED IN NOVEMBER DOES THAT 
MEAN THAT WE WILL HAVE AN AMERICAN POLICY OF INTERVEN- 
TION IN MOZAMBIQUE AND RHODESIA? 

A. THERE IS NO AMERICAN POLICY OF INTERVENTION IN 
AFRICA. OUR POLICY IS TO LET AFRICAN PROBLEMS BE 
SETTLED BY AFRICANS. WE ARE TRYING AT THIS MOMENT 
TO FIND A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF 
RHODESIA, NAMIBIA AND EVENTUALLY FOR ALL OF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. WE ARE NOT CONSIDERING ANY MILITARY INTERVEN- 
TION OF ANY KIND. 

Q. DR. KISSINGER. ARE YOU IN TOUCH WITH THE TURKS AND 
THE GREEKS OVER THE AEGEAN PROBLEM? I UNDERSTAND THAT 
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YOU SAID THAT YOU ARE PREDICTING NO WAR? 

A. WE HAVE BEEN IN FREQUENT TOUCH SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK 
WITH BOTH THE GREEK AND THE TURKISH SIDES. WE HAVE 
URGED THE UTMOST RESTRAINT ON BOTH SIDES. AND, WE HAVE 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE ISSUES, WHICH ARE ESSENTIALLY 
OF A LEGAL NATURE, CAN BE DETERMINED IN MANY FORUMS, 

AND THAT THEY DO NOT, IN OUR STRONG OPINION, JUSTIFY THE 
RECOURSE TO MILITARY ACTION BY EITHER SIDE. 

Q. ABOUT THE DCM, EITHER THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTRY 
MISREPRESENTED WHAT HE SAID OR HE EXCEEDED HIS INSTRUC- 
TIONS. 

A. LOOK, I DON'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENED. (CHUCKLES) I AM 
TELLING YOU MY POSITION IS THAT I SENT THE DCM TO 
EXPLAIN TO THE FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE: 

1 . THAT I WAS EXPLAINING THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
SYMINGTON AMENDMENT TO THE PRESS AND THAT THOSE ARE 
NATIONALLY LEGISLATED POLICIES OF THE CONGRESS, WHICH 
IS SOMETHING THAT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN SELF-EVIDENT TO THE 
CASUAL OBSERVER. SECONDLY, TO CALL THE ATTENTION OF 
THE FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE TO MY ''UNDIRECTED" PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN LAHORE, IN WHICH I EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
MATTER WOULD BE HANDLED IN A COOPERATIVE SPIRIT AND IN 
WHICH I POINTED OUT THAT WHEN THESE NEGOTIATIONS WERE 
STARTED THEY WERE DONE IN GOOD FAITH BY ALL OF THE 
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PARTIES AND THAT WE WILL LOOK FOR A SOLUTION TO TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT THE CONCERNS OF ALL OF THE SIDES. BUT, 

YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND, I SAW THIS DEPUTY CHIEF OF 
MISSION, WHO IS AN OUTSTANDING OFFICER, ONLY FOR FIVE 
MINUTES AT THE AIRPORT. IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT I DID 
NOT EXPRESS MYSELF AS CLEARLY AS I MIGHT HAVE. BUT, 

I HAVE SEEN NO REPORTS OF WHAT HE SAID... 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, THE FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE ISSUED A 
REPORT SAYING THAT AT YOUR INSTRUCTION, MR. GAMMON 
EXPRESSED THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S REGRETS THAT PRESS 
INTERPRETATIONS AND COMMENTARIES HAVE GIVEN THE IMPRES- 
SION THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS SEEKING TO PUT 
PRESSURE ON THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN. 

A. WELL, I THINK I HAVE EXPLAINED EXACTLY WHAT HE WAS 
INSTRUCTED TO DO. I HAVE EXPLAINED THAT THE PRESS 
REPRESENTED CORRECTLY WHAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
SYMINGTON AMENDMENT WERE, BUT THAT FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT 
FOLLOW AMERICAN POLITICS IN DETAIL, IT MAY NOT HAVE 
BEEN AS SELF-EVIDENT THAT THERE IS A LAW THAT IMPOSES 
CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS ON THE EXECUTIVE, AND THIS IS THE 
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POINT THAT I WANTED TO HAVE EMPHASIZED; AND SECONDLY, 
THE POINT THAT WE DEAL WITH FRANCE AS A FRIEND AND WE 
WILL NOT DEAL WITH FRANCE ON THE BASIS OF PRESSURE. 

WE WILL FIND A SOLUTION ON THE BASIS OF A DISCUSSION 
WHICH MEETS THE CONCERNS OF ALL SIDES, AND WE WILL DO 
THIS WHEN AFTER THE HOLIDAY EVERYBODY IS AVAILABLE AND 
ALL OF THE THREE PARTIES CAN HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXCHANGE THEIR OPINIONS. THIS IS OUR POLICY AND THIS 
IS WHAT YOU SHOULD BE GUIDED BY. 

I HOPE YOU HAVE A PLEASANT EVENING. END TEXT 
GAMMON 

UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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